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Media Release

 

Women Demand Ban on Research Cloning 
 
With the imminent release of the Senate Committee report on cloning today, the independent think tank Women's Forum Australia has called for a continuing ban on all forms of cloning for the sake of women's health. 
 

We want the Australian Parliament to know that women are not side issues in the cloning debate. We are central to this debate.
 

Without thousands of eggs from Australian women, cloning will be impossible.  To get the eggs, women will have to take large doses of powerful hormones to hyper-stimulate their ovaries. 
This procedure carries well recognised health risks including ovarian hyper stimulation syndrome, organ failure, stroke, respiratory distress and in some cases even death.
 

If cloning goes ahead we know that some women will get sick and some will die. Women will pay the price for research which has no proven benefits. 
Our lives and our health are not collateral damage along the biotech superhighway.
 

Cloning advocates have not demonstrated that enough eggs can be sourced without harm to women. 
They claim that eggs might sourced from left over IVF eggs, frozen ovarian tissue, stem cell lines and even from the eggs of dead women. Research shows that none of these sources can provide a sufficient, safe or ethical supply of eggs.
 It is irresponsible and premature to allow research cloning without identifying a viable source of ova that is safe for women.

 

MP’s must understand that if they say yes to cloning, the eggs will have to come from somewhere.   Experience overseas shows that a commercialised trade is the only way to obtain enough eggs. This can lead to  marginalised and disadvantaged women putting their health at risk.
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